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Bulgars, lived in confusion over considerable areas
was conveniently ignored*
In view of bitter divisions and of the illiteracy of the
southern half of the Kingdom, it was not surprising
that the attempt to introduce wholesale democracy on
the western model proved unsatisfactory, the more so
since King Alexander, whose Tsarist education and
sympathies were manifest, can scarcely have been more
than half-hearted in the matter. In Yugoslavia it
required no economic collapse for the democratic
system to break down; indeed it was in June 1928, at
the height of the boom, that the Croat leaders were
shot down in the Skupstina itself by a desperado who
had clearly had encouragement in high Serb places.
The martyrdom of Stepan Radic himself was enhanced
by the fact that he lived on for six or seven weeks,
only then to succumb to his wounds. His tomb
became a sacred national symbol to the Croat peas-
antry. To the Croats the murder summed up the
brutal terrorization to which their peaceful and demo-
cratic community-civilisation had most wrongfully
been subjected. The Serbs, the Croats said, had been
nurtured in the ways of Eastern despotism, and knew
no better; under the menace of the Turk tax collector
their villages had never developed an organic life of
their own. More specifically the Croats complained
that they were financially fleeced, their young men sent
into exile, their children mistaught by an alien and
barbarian regime which kept all diplomatic and large
or small official posts in Serb hands. The financial
difficulty was much the same as that between Tran-
sylvania and the Regat. The southern part of the
Yugoslav Kingdom was very much poorer than the